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N E W S L E T T E R  

April 2017 

Editorial 

There has been a lot of talk about ‘Thirteen Reasons Why’, a new 

series released by Netflix. The series is a narration, in first person, 

of why and how Hannah Baker, a teenager attending high school 

in the US, committed suicide. She tells her story in flashback 

through 13 tapes that she purposely records before tragically 

taking her own life. There are a lot of merits to a series like this, 

which doesn’t only expose the uncomfortable reality of suicide, 

but also those of bullying, cyberbullying and sexual assault in a 

powerful and honest manner.  

Particularly worthy of mention is, in our view, its insistence on the 

role of bystanders and on the so-called ‘bystander effect’. In many 

of our awareness-raising campaigns we strive to engage 

bystanders, urging them to avoid watching from the sidelines, by 

taking it upon themselves to speak up, report and help put a stop 

to violence. Being a proactive and active bystander may require, 

in certain situations, bold, almost heroic, gestures. Situations of 

violence are often intricate, interventions may do more harm than 

good, there may be the risk of reprisal. At times however, being a 

bystander does not require acting as a modern-day hero. It takes 

being thoughtful, mindful, humane, somewhat observant. A kind 

word, an: ‘Are you ok?’, an offer to go for coffee, have a chat, a 

tentative and tactful suggestion to speak to a professional can 

make a considerable difference.  

It takes stepping out of the crowd and reaching out. In a social 

context where peer pressure is high, it takes fighting that 

‘bystander effect’, which discourages individuals from assisting 

victims when other people are present and watching. More 

generally, it requires snapping out of apathy and overcoming the 

largely flawed ‘mind your own business’ attitude. Although 

today’s world exhorts us to be individualists, self-focused and 

even egocentric, the truth is that nobody can go through life on 

their own, and we can all do ‘with a little help from our friends’, 

our family, our acquaintances or our neighbours.  

 

‘Thirteen Reasons Why’ teaches us precisely this: what bystanders 

do or do not do has an impact on others. Kids should be educated 

to treat others kindly, to recognise signs of distress, fear and 

anxiety in their schoolmates and friends. Adults should be urged 

to do the same in the workplace, in the domestic environment 

and in all their social circles. We can all become ‘good’ or better 

bystanders. Let’s start now. If you witness a crime in your 

neighbourhood, don’t stay silent. If you know somebody who is 

victim of crime, refer them to our service. We are here to help.  

Upcoming Events 

There are no upcoming events. 

What have we been up to? 

Isotta, our PR and Projects Coordinator, participated in a mock 
press conference at the University of Malta, presenting Project 
Watch Out (WO) to Journalism students.  

 

  

 

 

Krista, our Services Coordinator, attended a partner meeting 
about Project T@lk, our project about online victim support, in 
Utrecht, Holland, between 5 and 7 April.  

 
 

 

 

Isotta, our PR and Projects 

Coordinator & Anthea, one 

of our interns, attended a 

stakeholder meeting about 

the ‘Emore’ and  the 

‘Against School Aggression 

Partnership’ Projects 

organized by SOS Malta.  

 

 

Krista, our Services 

Coordinator, spoke about 

sexual assault on 

‘Niskata’.  

Dr.Roberta Lepre,our 
Director, spoke on ‘Bi 
Dritt’ about the rights of 
victims of crime.  

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1837492/
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Photo Gallery 

Some photos from our Coastal Walk (Golden Bay-Dingli). Click 
here for more.  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

VSM in the Media 

A Fresh Look at Neighbourhood Watch: Project Watch Out – Read 
more here 

 

38 million people have at some point in their lives experienced 
some form of physical violence in their intimate relationships. 
Click here to read 11 facts about domestic violence.  

 

Anonymity – A Tool or Hindrance to Crime Prevention?: ” Does 
the identification of informers aid the process towards 
justice?  Could there be instances where lack of anonymity may 
dissuade persons from reporting criminal behaviour or any 
suspicious activities?” Read more here 

 

Q&A’s 

         I don’t want to go to court, but I want my offender to    
understand what he/she did to me. Is this possible in Malta? 

 

This is called ‘restorative justice’, and includes services such as 
victim-offender mediation, sentencing circles or family group 
conferencing. Restorative justice services primarily consider the 
interests and needs of the victim in order to repair the harm done 
and avoid further harm. The Probation and Parole Department  
offers restorative justice services in Malta. 

 

Announcements 

Project Watch Out, our project on neighbourhood watch is 

launching very soon… Click here to like our page. Get in touch if 

you’re interested in a training in your neighbourhood!  

We would like to thank 24/7 Fitness Clubs for raising 

approximately 400 euro by placing our money boxes in their 

gyms. Thank you for supporting our cause! 

 

Appeals 

We are looking for volunteers to assist us in our fundraising 

efforts. If interested, please  email Isotta on 

Isotta@victimsupport.org.mt with a CV and short cover letter. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/755320417966537/?active_tab=discussion
http://victimsupport.org.mt/a-fresh-look-at-neighbourhood-watch-project-watch-out-wo/
http://victimsupport.org.mt/did-you-know-thursdays-33/
http://victimsupport.org.mt/anonymity-a-tool-or-hindrance-to-crime-prevention/
http://victimsupport.org.mt/anonymity-a-tool-or-hindrance-to-crime-prevention/
https://www.facebook.com/Project-Watch-Out-297116020701809/
mailto:Isotta@victimsupport.org.mt
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