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N E W S L E T T E R  

March 2017 

Editorial 
As a victim support organisation, VSM normally deals with the 

aftermath of crime. Our clients are people who have suffered or 

witnessed crime, and are grappling with its consequences. At the 

same time, precisely because crime has such a deep and long-

lasting impact, we also emphasize prevention and the importance 

of tackling violence at the source. A few years ago, we 

collaborated with other European organisations on a project 

called ‘Strengthening crime prevention among EU Member 

States’; currently we are working on ‘Project WO (Watch Out)’, a 

project on neighbourhood watch.  

Neighbourhood watch is a community-based crime prevention 

program which seeks to create stronger, safer and more united 

communities. The benefits of neighbourhood watch schemes are 

plentiful:  they can increase social capital, reduce anti-social 

behaviour and prevent the occurrence of crime. At the same time, 

neighbourhood watch schemes are pivotal in building up 

knowledge about crime, including how to recognise it, who to and 

how to report, and what services are available to victims. 

Although a lot of weight is given to prevention, neighbourhood 

watch also strives to strike a balance between a pre-crime and 

post-crime approach.   

We have often reflected on the tension between crime 

prevention and victim support. Is it feasible to disseminate tips 

and strategies on how to stay safe, without automatically falling 

into the trap of victim blaming? We are convinced that, despite 

the challenges, getting the message across to the public and 

potential victims, without demonizing those who have already 

suffered crime, is possible.  ‘How?’  is the question. A good 

example is the ‘Sexual Assault Misconceptions’ page on the 

University of Michigan (USA) website, which aims to debunk 

common myths about rape and sexual assault. Scrolling down to 

the alcohol consumption and sexual assault section for instance, 

one reads that it is a mistake to believe that alcohol is the cause 

of sexual assault, or that sexual assault occurs when people drink 

too much. Concurrently, readers are also made aware that 

perpetrators “often use alcohol or other drugs as a means to 

facilitate assault. Like other criminal offenses, sexual assault is 

often an opportunistic crime, and perpetrators often take the 

survivor’s incapacitation as an opportunity to commit violence”.  

There is a clear intent to encourage prevention, yet there is also a 

strong resolve to avoid scapegoating and stigmatization. Crime 

prevention and victim support can be reconciled, so long as we 

don’t just conclude that being diplomatic and politically-correct is 

the solution. Surely, the terms and phrases that we use are 

important. Yet, beyond word choice, taking a non-judgemental 

stance from the start is what really matters. Acknowledging that 

certain precautions may indeed go a long way, but that crime is 

NEVER the victim’s fault, is what is key. This is VSM’s position on 

Project WO and on all its campaigns and projects.  
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What have we been up to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

VSM staff and volunteers, 

the Police and local 

council/local government 

staff participated in a 

training on neighbourhood 

watch, part of Project WO 

(Watch Out) 

 

Project WO is funded by the 

Social Impact Awards 

.  

 

FRIDAY 31st MARCH 2017 

10:00 – 16:00 

COASTAL WALK (GOLDEN BAY-DINGLI) WITH VSM 
AND GREGORY CAMENZULI  
 

 

 

Isotta, our PR and Projects 

Coordinator, Margot & 

Joanne, two of our Interns, 

delivered 11 anti-bullying 

talks for parents, teachers 

and children at QSI 

International School of 

Malta. 

.  

 

http://victimsupport.org.mt/portfolio_page/strengthening-crime-prevention-amongst-eu-member-states-2011-2013/
http://victimsupport.org.mt/portfolio_page/strengthening-crime-prevention-amongst-eu-member-states-2011-2013/
http://victimsupport.org.mt/portfolio_page/project-wo-watch-out-ongoing/
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/52
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/52
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/52
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/52
https://sapac.umich.edu/article/52
https://www.facebook.com/socialimpactawardsmalta/
https://www.facebook.com/events/755320417966537/
https://www.facebook.com/events/755320417966537/
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   Photo Gallery 
Neighbourhood watch training 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VSM in the Media 

 “On March 8 every year, we celebrate and commemorate the 

political, social, economic and cultural achievements of women, 

and remind ourselves of ongoing and future challenges. Many 

events took place around the world. In Malta, President Marie-

Louise Coleiro Preca made a statement” - Read more here.  

“Reports of rape triple in 10 years ” : The number of rape reports 

received by the police have almost tripled in the past decade, 

with experts saying the taboo on coming forward is slowly being 

lifted - Read more here. 

“Child victims of violent and sexual crimes 'not being taken 

seriously’”: England and Wales Victims’ Commissioner says 

children are often made to feel like criminals and accused of 

wasting police time - Read more here. 

“The Istanbul Convention” is an international treaty which aims 

to fight and eradicate violence against women and domestic 

violence. Malta is one of 22 countries who have ratified the 

Convention - Read more here. 

 
 

Q&A’s 

Since the crime happened, I have been feeling scared and 

anxious. Nobody understands what I am going through. What 

can I do? 

As a victim of crime, the law provides that you have a right to 

emotional support services. Please feel free to get in touch with 

us so that we can refer you to such services if you feel the need.  

 
 

Appeals 

Do you work for a local council and are you interested in 

establishing a neighbourhood watch scheme in your locality? If 

yes, please give us a call on 2122 8333 or email 

Isotta@victimsupport.org.mt. 

We are looking for Design students to help us create a logo for 

Project WO, our project on neighbourhood watch. Please give us 

a ring on 2122  8333 or email Isotta@victimsupport.org.mt if 

interested. 

Krista, our Services Coordinator, gave a talk about healthy 

relationships on occasion of Orange Day at San Anton 

Secondary School. 

 

http://victimsupport.org.mt/did-you-know-thursdays-9-3/
http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170306/local/reports-of-rape-triple-in-10-years.641578#.WL6mr5y21Hk.facebook
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2017/feb/22/child-victims-of-violent-and-sexual-crimes-not-being-taken-seriously
http://victimsupport.org.mt/did-you-know-march-2/
mailto:Isotta@victimsupport.org.mt
mailto:Isotta@victimsupport.org.mt
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