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N E W S L E T T E R  

February 2017 

Editorial 

On February 14, Victim Support Malta organized the One Billion 

Rising, an international campaign to raise awareness about 

violence against women. This year’s campaign involved various 

events, including a panel debate on relationship violence and 

youths with Dr. Roberta Lepre (Victim Support Malta), Elaine 

Compagno (St. Jean Antide’s Foundation), Aleks Dimitrijevich 

(Men against Violence) and Katya Muscat (Appogg).  

Turning the spotlight on youths was a deliberate choice. Although 

Victim Support Malta deals primarily with the aftermath of crime, 

throughout the years it has continued to advocate for the 

importance of education and prevention. Education, right from 

the early stages of youth, is vital to prevent the occurrence of 

violence and crime. 

In recent years, modules addressing sex and relationships have 

been introduced in many school curricula worldwide. Yet, the 

latter are often influenced by a conservative outlook, tend to 

emphasize the “don’ts” over the “do’s” and fail to articulate what 

healthy relationships should entail. Many adults and parents are 

also disinclined to discuss such topics with their children, leaving it 

up to their peers, the internet, TV or glossy magazines to fill the 

lacuna.  

This, of course, is deeply alarming. How can we expect our youths 

to recognize abuse, or understand the importance of reciprocity 

and consent when they lack the tools and knowledge to do so? 

How can potential victims and perpetrators themselves 

understand the warning signs of violence, when they do not know 

where to start looking for them? How can we put an end to 

gender-based violence, when our youths are still taught to 

conform to traditional gender roles? By touching upon these 

issues, this year’s One Billion Rising served as a reminder that 

youths are pivotal interlocutors in the dialogue on violence, and 

that society as a whole should intensify its efforts towards 

education and prevention. 

Upcoming Events 

 

What have we been up to? 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY 31st MARCH 2017 

10:00 – 16:00 

COASTAL WALK (GOLDEN BAY-DINGLI) WITH VSM 
AND GREGORY CAMENZULI  
 

 

 

This year Victim Support Malta collaborated with KSU, ELSA 

Malta, Betapsi and GEM on the « One Billion Rising » campaign 

to raise awareness about sexual and gender-based violence 

amongst University students. The event took place on university 

campus, and included a flash mob, workshops, interviews and 

other.  

 

 

 

Isotta, our PR and Projects 

Coordinator & Margot, one 

of our interns, attended a 

series of NGO capacity-

building workshops on 

advocacy, campaigns, 

fundraising and social media 

organised by SKOP. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/755320417966537/
https://www.facebook.com/events/755320417966537/
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Photo Gallery 

Some photos of February’s Victoria Line Trek. Click here for more. 

 

 

  

 

VSM in the Media 

 “The Russian parliament passed the second reading of a 

controversial bill to decriminalize some forms of domestic 

violence”  - Read more here. 

 “Maltese among 'One Billion Rising' Rising” - This campaign was 

celebrated worldwide on V-Day’s 15th anniversary. V-Day was 

inspired by Eve Ensler’s play The Vagina Monologues. – Read 

more here. Watch the video of the flash mob on campus  here. 

From our Facebook page - “Story of reconciliation”: Nine years 

after she was raped by her former boyfriend, Iceland resident 

Thordis Elva wrote a letter to her rapist Tom Stranger. It was a 

cathartic act and through the letter, she hoped to find some 

peace. She didn't expect a reply but did receive one - surprisingly 

it was a confession, full of regret, from him. Watch the video here 

here.  

From our Facebook page - “Crime rates in Valletta are on the 

rise”:  Crime in the capital city is on the rise, with pickpockets 

contributing to a surge in reports, official figures show.- Read 

more here. 

 
 

Q&A’s 

I am under 18 and a victim of one of my parents. What can I do? 

The law provides for certain measures that minors can resort to 

if it is thought that one of the parents or a guardian can 

potentially cause harm to the victim-particularly the provision of 

a children’s advocate is such cases. Please get in touch for 

further explanation about this.  

 
 

Appeals 

Call for Volunteers !                       

We are looking for interior designers with some spare time to 

volunteer helping us re-design our office space. Please email us on 

info@victimsupport.org.mt if interested. 

Dr Roberta Lepre, our 

Director, Isotta Rossoni, 

our PR and Projects 

Coordinator & Dr Janice 

Formosa Pace, one of our 

Board Members, attended 

the “European Union 

Responses to Gender-

Based Violence: An 

intersectional perspective’ 

Conference. 

 

 

Margot & Joanne, our 

interns, distributed flyers 

about victims’ rights on 22 

February, the day marking 

EU Victims Day. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1026938020744541/?active_tab=discussion
http://victimsupport.org.mt/did-you-know-thursdays-25/
http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20130214/local/maltese-among-one-billion-rising.457519
http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20130214/local/maltese-among-one-billion-rising.457519
http://inewsmalta.com/article.php?ID1=48085
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gyPoqFcvt9w
http://www.timesofmalta.com/articles/view/20170206/local/vallettas-crime-rate-is-on-the-rise-statistics-show.638764
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