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N E W S L E T T E R  

December 2016 

Editorial 

In October this year the Government published its budget for 2017. 

While considerable funds will be devolved to the Corradino 

Correctional Facility, parole and probation, only a paltry 1000 EUR 

will be devoted to victims of crime. The contrast is stark and the pill 

is hard to swallow. 

In 2015, Malta adopted the Victims of Crime Act, transposing EU 

Directive 2012/29/EU, which establishes minimum standards on 

the rights, support and protection of victims of crime. By law, 

people who have suffered crime are now entitled to enhanced 

rights, safeguards and services. Yet in practice, the State provides 

no such services, leaving it up to the already overburdened 

voluntary sector to fill the void. 

Dostoevsky wrote that ‘the degree of civilization of a society can 

be judged by entering its prisons’. He sought to persuade his 

compatriots to stop acting as passive bystanders, and take interest 

in the treatment of prisoners. Dostoevsky was right - we ought to 

care about the hardships faced by convicts. Yet, we should also 

care about the struggles of people who have suffered or witnessed 

crime and violence. 

For too long our criminal justice systems have disregarded the 

needs of victims of crime. Crime is an everyday reality, and 

ensuring that ALL parties involved in it receive adequate support 

and assistance is a pressing need. A fair society is one that treats 

offenders humanely and strives towards their rehabilitation. It is 

also one that takes seriously the emotional, physical, financial 

impact of crime on victims, and attempts to obviate it.  

For 10 years now, Victim Support Malta has offered free emotional 

support, legal advice and practical assistance to victims of all kinds 

of crime, despite not benefitting from any public funding.  

We are not easily discouraged. We will keep on working to secure 

funds for our services, and we will keep on pressuring the 

government to offer adequate support for victims. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What have we been up to? 
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THURSDAY 8TH DECEMBER 2016 

11:00 – 13:30 

BAHRIJA TREK WITH VSM AND GREGORY CAMENZULI 
 

Sign up on http://www.victimsupport.org.mt/events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2016 

12:00 – 17:00 

VSM at JOLLYWOOD CHRISTMAS FAIR AND CHRISTMAS 
MARKET at QSI 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Recently, Dr. Roberta Lepre, 

our Director, attended the 

‘Establishing Victims' Rights 

and Support Services in 

Challenging Times’ Conference, 

organized by Victim Support 

Europe. 

 

Krista, our Sexual Assault 

Services coordinator 

participated in a debate 

on sexual health and 

gender equality, 

organized by AIESEC at 

the University of Malta.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/866358430173495/
https://www.facebook.com/events/866358430173495/
http://www.facebook.com/events/866358430173495/
http://www.facebook.com/events/866358430173495/
http://www.victimsupport.org.mt/events
http://www.facebook.com/events/587888098083271/
http://www.facebook.com/events/587888098083271/
https://www.facebook.com/victimsupporteurope/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/victimsupporteurope/?fref=ts
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______________________________________________________ 

On November 10th, VSM’s Director Dr. Roberta Lepre spoke about 

victims’ rights on ‘Mhux ghax jimpurtani’. You can watch the 

interview here. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Photo Gallery 

Some snaps from October’s ziplining & abseiling event: 

 
 

VSM in the Media 

A Victim Support Malta client shares her story on November 25th, 

the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 

women. Click here to watch. 

“There is a Huge Problem with how the Maltese Treat Sexual 

Assault” … “We have a problem in this country. Well, we have 

many problems, but there is one which I’m set on discussing today 

and that’s how the media and the public treat sexual violence in 

Malta...” - Read more here. 

“Sexual Assault article series – interview with your 

psychotherapist” - Read more here.  

“Silence is an abuser’s best friend”: “One brave woman breaks it, 

as she relives an incident of child abuse in the hope it spurs others 

to speak up”- Read more here. 

 
 

Q&A’s 

I am a victim, however,  if I report, I am afraid of the 

consequences – what can I do? 

Under the new Victims of Crime Act, the authorities are obliged 

to carry out an assessment to determine your needs and your 

risk factors. You are also to be advised of any existing protection 

measures, and what you can do to seek such protection. 

 
 

Appeals 

Help victims of crime this Christmas!                       

 
As an independent NGO, Victim Support Malta is always 

struggling to fund its services for victims of crime. Help us help 

our clients. Make your contribution this Christmas!                   

 

Donate via Paypal (email address: andrea@victimsupport.org.mt) 

or on our website: http://www.victimsupport.org.mt/ (scroll 

down & click on ‘make a donation’). 

 
 

Announcements 

We are proud to announce that VSM is one of the winners of the 

Social Impact Awards. VSM will be working on Project WO, a 

project focusing on neighbourhood watch.                                         be 

working on Project WO, a  

Isotta, our Outreach 

and PR Officer, 

delivered four anti-

bullying talks for 

parents, coaches 

and children at the 

Sliema Wanderers 

football club. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UUiMxnVJw90&feature=youtu.be
http://www.facebook.com/victimsupportmalta/?fref=ts
http://victimsupport.org.mt/there-is-a-huge-problem-with-the-way-the-maltese-treat-sexual-assault/
http://victimsupport.org.mt/sexual-assault-article-series-interview-with-our-psychotherapist/
http://www.victimsupport.org.mt/silence-is-an-abusers-best-friend/
mailto:andrea@victimsupport.org.mt)
http://www.victimsupport.org.mt/
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